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To the HoxouRABLE 


Houſe of Commons. 


GenTLEMEN, | 
HE high and eminent Situation in 
which Providence has plac'd you, 
demands the profoundeſt Veneration 
and Regard; and ſince Heaven has 
_ entruſted you with the Care and Management 
of every Thing valuable and dear to Society, 
and which may tend to the Benefit and Advan- 
tage of your Country, you are the only proper 
Perſons to whom every Briton ſhould make 
known his Requeſts. 1 


or 


And fince the different Repreſentatives of. 
the various Parts of the Britiſb Nation, conſti- 
| tute your honourable and illuſtrious Bod, it is 
highly reaſonable to conclude, you will unani- 
mouſly agree to put in Execution, whatever 
ſhall appear conducive of the public Good. 


Encouraged by Sentiments of this Nature, 
the Author of this Letter preſumes to offer the 

following Thoughts to your Conſideration. 
But leſt Envy and Detraction ſhould infinuate, - 
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Es (4) 
that they proceed from a Mind diſcontented 
with the preſent Government, let theſe Lines 


teſtify the contrary, and_in this open Manner 


declare to all the World, that no one Perſon 


in the Univerſe has a greater Reſpect for his 


Majeſty King George the Second, and his Royal 
Houſe, than the Writer of the following Pages. 


No one wiſhes him greater Succeſs, or with 


more fervent Zeal prays for his Profperity and 
Happineſs; let this therefore ſerve to ſilence 
Ill-Nature and Defamation, . and huſh the 


Tongues of groundleſs Suſpicion and Malice. 


I am not, Gentlemen, in this Letter ſpeaking 
only my own Sentiments, but thoſe of every 
conſiderate and reflecting Mind, and every Per- 


ſon who takes an impartial and ſerious View of 
the preſent Poſture of Affairs, muſt be deeply 
affected with the unhappy Scene! While Vir- 


tue, Honeſty, and Gooaneſs, thoſe Guardians 
and Protectors of a Natioh, are ſcarcely found 


among us. on 


Has not Vice an unbounded Liberty, to train 
up her Sons in every Thing that is hurtful and 
prejudicial to the Land in which we dwell, — 
How many Academies of Deſtruction have we 


even in this Metropolis, where Youth are early 


inſtructed in thoſe Things which naturally lead 


them 


IF; 


them on to the moſt impious Courſes: iba un- 
lawful Purſuits, and generally bring them 66 
a miſerable Exit and Tony Fate, 


And yet theſe Nuitcticn of Hell go on with- 
out Puniſhment or Moleſtation ; theſe public 
Marts of Wickedneſs and Abomination receive 
no Diſcountenance. The Thoughtleſs' are miſ- 
guided by theſe deceitful Wretches from the 
Principles of Juſtice, Honour and Humanity; 
and when by being defrauded of their private 
Fortunes by Knavery and Tricking, they are 
tempted to make Inroads on the public, no Vil- 
lany can be ſo great, no Action ſo barbarous, 
but they'll undertake to perform it, 6 


From ſach a hopeleſs Race as this what muſt 
we expect, or rather what muſt we not expect, 
but to ſee a perpetual Succeſſion of Robbers 
and educated Thieves : Perſons, who having 
ruin'd themſelves by their own Inconfilleratenehs 
and Folly, ſtick at _ to compaſs their 

Defigns. 


How are theſe Gaming-Houſes reſorted 
unto, and probably not one Night elapſes \ with- 
out the Ruin of Numbers. Their Fortunes 


loft, Friends and Credit n and nothing lies 
before 


© 
Y + 
* 
2 
11 
1 
2 
{ 
S 
* 1 
i | 
1 
WS } 
K 3 
} 
1 
k 4 
: 
14 
2 | 
EF. 
FF 
1 
FT 
= 
1 
©. 
?\ 
4 
1 
$f 
* 
i} 
21 
« 
I 
* 
11 
þ ? 
z 
1 
C1 
1 
; 
: 


: 
7 
! 
? 
E 7 
. 
K. 
1 
* 
4 
15 
"| 
4 
1 - 
3 
2 
| 


before them but the Proſpect of Shame, Diſgrace 


and Want. Agitated by the various Emotions 


of a diſtreſs d and deſpairing Mind, and hurried 
on by the Violence, and Impetuoſity of their 
Paſſions, the next Courſe they enter upon, is 
nothing leſs than an open Violation of all ſacred, 
as well as human Laws; and leaping over all 
Bounds of Equity and Juſtice, till they fall 
Victims to their offended Country, 


One wou'd be apt to imagine, Fuſtice | bad 
laid her Head down to ſleep in the Lap of Bri- 
bery, and that a Daub of Gold cou'd juſtify the 
Neglect of Magiſtrates. Our Laws perhaps are 
as wiſely calculated as thoſe of any other Nation 
under Heaven; but what avails this, when they 
are not put in Execution? For what Ends and 
Purpoſes are Laws deſign'd, but to regulate 


Diſorders, puniſh the Crimiual, and protect the 
Innocent? But how many Diſorders appear at 
the preſent Juncture? How many Exorbitancies, 


which might eaſily be prevented by the Pru- 
dence and Wiſdom of thoſe who are entruſted 
with Power ? 


The Ax muſt therefore ks laid to the Root 
of the Tree, before Amendment and Reforma- 


tion will take place: The Fountains muſt he 


broke 


C73 
broke up, and the Cauſes removed, before the 
wiſh'd for Effects will follow: and no one can 
pretend Ignorance in this Affair, when the 
departing Breath of Numbers of unhappy 
Wretches has confirm'd the Truth, and dated 
their Deſtruction from theſe Aſſemblies. 


For God's Sake, Gentlemen, take theſe 
Things into Conſideration; let not the dying 

Breath of an unfortunate Convict * lately exe- 
cuted be ſpent in vain; nor hear Sermons de- 
livered at the Gallws Wi Regard. This un- 
happy Gentleman, is a melancholy Inſtance of 
the general Fate of thoſe, who being elated with 
the Hopes of acquiring a plentiful Fortune, 
are tempted to throw away what little Money 
they have, in ExpeQation of Grandeur and 
Affluence; till they are ſtrip'd of all, forſaken 
by their Aſſociates, and then turn d out to ſhift 


for themſelves. 


Their golden Mountains are now vaniſh'd, 
and Deſperation follows their Diſappointment : 
Induſtrious Labour 1s too toilſome, for Hands 
unaccuſtom'd to work; and Servitude too mean, 
for Perſons whoſe former Appearance was gay 


* Mr, Maclaine, 
and 
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and ſplendid. In this Emergency what muſt 


be done to recover their paſt Loſſes, and enable 
them to make a genteel Figure again in the 
World: An honeſt Application to Buſineſs 
would be too tedious, and the Capacity of a 
Servant too baſe and ignoble for a Man of 
Taſte : Their preſent Circumſtances require 
immediate Relief, and their Situation is too ne- 
cefſitous to admit of Delay: their private Sup- 
plies are now exhauſted, and their Friends in 

Proſperity have withdrawn themſelves : Miſery 


in her darkeſt and moſt gloomy Colours ap- 


pears before them; Diſtraction, Fear, Hope, 
and Fury alternately reign in the Regions of 
their diſorder'd Minds, till at length they are 
driven to rob the Bags of others, and maintain 
their own Splendor by public Acts of Villany 
and Injuſtice. 


Succeſs perhaps may at firſt attend their 
illegal Practices, but Vengeance generally 
overtakes them; ſurpriz'd in an unthinking 
Hour, they are delivered over to the Puniſhment 
they deſerve, and Life, which in a Courſe of 
Virtue and Honeſty might have maintain'd its 
Luſtre to a good Old Age, makes its Exit in 
Infamy and Diſgrace. Thus the fairy Dreams 


of Vice delode unguarded Vouth, and their 


fancied Coach and Ms rome no more than a 
- Halter: 


(9) 

Halter: An ignominious Death carries them 
off the Stage of Being, and their Memories are 
ſtain d with the fouleſt Blots of Scandal. 


"Theſe are th G of a vicious 
Courſe; this the tragical Concluſion of Perſons, 
whoſe Talents might otherways prove of emi- 
nent Service to their Country. 


What Heart, that is the leaſt affected with 
Tenderneſs and Humanity, but muſt bleed at 
ſo ſhocking a Spectacle? What Eye can refrain 
from Tears, to behold Vouth, Strength, and 
Genius, make ſo untimely an Exit? | 


Gloomy Reflection to the compaſſionate 
Mind; by one fatal Stroke, to ſee a Period put 
to the Prayers and Wiſhes of the pious Parent! 
But ſtill more terrible to the ſerious Reflector, 
when he confiders that theſe Things might 


probably have n N by the higher 
Powers | | 


6 Had Juſtice been executed on thoſe who 

keep theſe Nurſeries of Impiety, many might 
at this Time have appear'd to the Honour 
of their Friends, and the Praiſe ee g, their 
Country, who. d long ſince ſubmiſjed- 
to the moſt diſgraceful Death. Has note 
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(610) 
the Legiflative Power wiſely provided Laws 


to ſuppreſs theſe Evils? But what ſignifies all 
their Care and Precaution, when they are con- 


niv'd and overlook'd by thoſe who are by the 
moſt ſolemn Oaths and Obligations bound to 


cut off every Thing that may prove noxious and 


hurtful to Society? The Safety of the Public, 


which ought to engage their Attention, is quite 


diſregarded ; and the Power they are 3 


with, moſt ſhamefully abus' d. The Ends and 


Purpoſes for which their Country ſupports 
them above the common Rank, are entirely 
fruſtrated, and the Defign of the Laws them- 
ſelves ſubverted. 


Can Magiſtrates of this Character fear God 

or regard Men! If there be an Omniſcient and 
All- diſcerning Being, who beholds the Ways 
of Mortals, can they imagine their Negligence c 
will pals unpuniſh'd at his Hands? Are they 


not in a lower Degree Repreſentatives of 
the ſupreme Judge of the Univerſe? And how 


can they expect or hope for his Approbation, 
while they ſuffer the Enemies of Virtue, So- 


-briety and Goodneſs to reign with Impunity ? ? 


If they entertain any Notions of a future 


State of Remuneration, wherein an impartial 
View of: their Actions will be — ; what Ter- 


rors 


(ur 

rors muſt fill their Minds, with a Pre- apprehen- 
ſion of that deciſi ve Day? How can they, Wh 
have ſhaken Hands with Bribery and Corrup- 
tion, anſwer him who always does right? But 
if Sentiments of this Nature are not har- 
bour'd in their Breaſts, are they worthy to be 
entruſted with the Laws of a Chriſtian Country:? 
Are they fit for the Miniſters of Juſtice, 
who are Strangers to the God of Equity? How 
can they villify that ſacred Inſtitution of the 
Redeemer of Men; without ſhuddering at the 
Conſequences they have juſt Reafon to fear ? 
How can they proſtitute thoſe ſaered Elements 
for the baſe End of private Intereſt, and repeat 
it only to maintain their Poſts? If they really 
eſteem themſelves intelligent and accountable 
Beings, what Pretences will ecn⁰e their Neglect, 
or upon what Wr can 1 Tafpify 2 
Condutl ? = © 


| Theſe Thin gs, cheat call bor your Con- 
ſideration and Aſſiſtance. It is high Time to 
put a Stop to theſe Scenes of Debauchery, 
Lewdneſs and Gaming, which are at preſent fo 
openly encouraged. Almoſt every Picture Shop 
furniſhes the Eye with ſome Obſcenity or other; 
and Vice itſelf has its Publiſbers. The Evening 
preſents us with Proſtitutes in every Street, and 
Drunkenneſs, and Gaming conſume the Hours 

| D 2 ap- 


( I 2: ) 
appointed for Repoſe. In theſe wretched and 
deplorable Circumſtauces, we are involy'd at 
this Juncture, and the Sons of Juſtice pay little 
Regard to it, tho' the Honour, Safety and Re 
ligion of Great Britain, loudly call for the Ex- 
ertion of their Power. ; 


A Diſreward to Laws i is the firſt Step to De-. 
i ſtruction, and the Hope of eſcaping Puniſh-- 
5 ment, frequently leads Men to the worſt of 
Crimes. When Juſtice keeps a keen and vigi- 
lant Eye over the Members of a Community, 
it is very difficult to offend without being diſ- 
covered, and the Fear of being apprehended, 
} prevents Numbers from falling into Ruin. But: 
when the State of Things is quite the Reverſe, 
= to this, the Offender is encouraged to purſue; 
il his Courſe of Villany, and at laſt appears un- 

ö daunted, deſperate and fearleſs: The Senſe of 
Virtue is entirely loſt, and the Wretch aban- 
don'd to every Thing bad and vicious. No 
Enterprize ſo hazardous, but he'll riſk his Life: 

in the Undertaking; nor any thing too barba- 

| rous for his impious Hands. It is the greateſt 

| Honour to a Nation, when its Laws are main- 

| tained in their full Force, and Juſtice diſtribut- 

| ed without Partiality. And this ought to be 

conſidered by all thoſe who have any Regard 

| ta 
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to the noble, and difin IR i of 
Hue Benefit and ee * 


But further, Gentlemen, our common v Safety. 
calls for your Notice and Attention. This 
great Metropolis abounds with Thieves and 
Robbers. Their Places of Rendevous ſhould: 
therefore be diligently ſought out , and thoſe 
who harbour them ſeverely puniſh'd, This 
might very eafily be done, by improving every 
Opportunity to ſurprize them, and by reward= 
ing thoſe who give proper Information. And 
when they found themſelves thus cloſely. pur- 
ſu'd, they would either refrain from their for- 
mer Practices, or elſe by rendering themſelves 
more . be the eaſier apprehended, 


And permit me to add, Gentlemen, that the 
Cauſe of God and Religion demand your Sup- 
port. Infidelity and Scepticiſm are every Day 
prevailing more and more, and even Atheiſts 
dare defend their Blaſphemy *. The Being of 
a God is a Matter of Diſpute, and the Death 
and Sufferings of a Redeemer, the Banter of 
their impious Tongues: Revelation is treated 
as a Collection of Lies, and Religion look'd up- 


© There is a Club which now meets every Sunday 


Night, at a certain public Houſe in Maud Street, where 
ſome of theſe Wolves reſort. 


on 


— 


() 
on as Prigberaft, Knavery, and Deceit, And 
ſome have dar d to aſſert Things too —— 
to be repeated, and which would make the 


good Man ſhudder to hear. For Heaven's ſake 
therefore, Gentlemen, think on ſome Expedient 


to prevent the further Progreſs of theſe Things, 


to ſtem that Torrent of Vice which overflows 


eur Borders, that univerſal Prophanity which 


now prevails. Repreſent our preſent Citcum- 
ſtances in their true Light, and in what Man- 
ner your ſuperior Jadgments ſhall think fit, to 
the Fountain and Head of Power, that by your 
wiſe and prudent Meafures, Virtue may reſtore 
her loſt Empire over the Minds of Men, and 
Juſtice untainted re- aſcend her Throne, while 
bleſs'd with the auſpicious Reign of our preſent 


Sovereign, we continue to enjoy all the Advan- 
tages of a glorious Freedom, and. inſtead of 


falling Victims to the divine Diſpleaſure, on 
account of our various Provocations, by a ge- 
neral, ſpeedy, and ſincere Amendment, become 
the peculiar Favourites of Heaven. 


Your rs, 


| BaITTANICUS. 


An 


« 15 , 
An Avbants! to all: genere and has 
_ mane Minds, occaſioned by the Exe- 
cution of Mr. Janes Maciaing, 


Hache 36. 22 59: 


$ 3 1he Writer of Mr. Mackiints Lids ven 
juſtly obſerves, Hanging is now become 
a Paſtime and Sport, and the Triumph of be 
King of Terrors, is the Mockery of the un- 


thinking Multitude, One would be apt to 


| imagine, ſo ſhocking a Scene would ſtrike every 
Breaſt with Awe; ſo melancholy an Aps 


pearance fill every Mind with Cham. and 


e 


; - Bax theſe BED of ä 2 b 
ſo frequent, that almoſt every Month ſecs - 


e and his Priſoners meet at Tyburn, this 
Rendevous of the Sons- of Vice: Here the 
Robber is ſtript of his Spoils, and the Gay, Lux: 
urious and Extravagant, frequently receive their 
Wages: Tis the Place where Deſtruction 


makes its Payments, and Iniquity rewards her 


Children. In the pitiful Pomp of Miſery they 


are conducted to the fatal Tree, and expos d as 


Spectacles of Infamy to the attending Rabblez 


Rouz'd from their viſionary Dreams of Gran- 
deur, 


— . 5) 
deur, they now behold themſelves on the Brink 
iff of Death; their Bodies ready to be ſeiz d when 
18 the Gordian Knot of Life is cut, and their 
Bones unburied in the friendly Grave. 


Theſe gloomy Scenes one would be apt to 
imagine, ſhould attract Pity from every Specta- 
tor, and inſtead of Hooting, Bawling, Clamour 
and Noiſe, one would expect Silence, Solemni- 
ty and Awe; but the Number of Criminals 
which are executed, tend to familiarize the 
Terrors of Death, and make the Minds of the 
Multitude, who crowd to ſee the fatal Tragedy, 
leſs affected with the Scene, as if it was Fiction 
and not Reality. | 


By all generous and humane Minds, theſe 
Things will be regarded as Evidences of a gene- 
ral Depravity and Corruption in Manners; 
from ſome Cauſe or other this Hardneſs and 
Obduracy of Temper muſt proceed, and for 
ſuch infectious Diſtempers ſome ſpeedy Re- 


5 medies ought to be applied. 

Too all thoſe therefore who wiſh well to their 
| Country, and are concern'd for the Cauſe of Vir- 
tue and Picty, the following Lines are recom- 
i mended, | 

l 

N 


(17) 
Thie unfortunate End of Mr, Mac laine, 
was the Foundation of the ubſethuent Remarks 
which contain a brief Enquiry into the Cauſes 
of the preſent Declenſions; with ſome proper 
Advice to the MR Youth how fo order their 
Lives. 


1. A bad Education bas almoſt a conſtant 
Tendency to fix favourable Sentiments of Vice, and 
grves us falſe Notions of true Greatneſs. It was 
a wiſe Obſervation of a very great and expe- 
rienc'd Prince, * that to train up a Child in the 
Way he ſhould go, would be the only Means 
to prevent his Departure from it in old Age. 
To inſtil proper Notions of Virtue in the youth= 
ful Mind, is highly neceſſary and advan- 
tageous; and if the Parent expects to ſee his 
Child happy in' adult Years, he muſt be very 
careful to direct and guide it in the right Road, 
before Vice attacks the Fortreſs' of its tender 
Heart. For this Purpoſe, he muſt diſcover his 
Abhorrence of every Thing that appears vicious, 
and by no means indulge it in any thing that 
may tend to corrupt its Morals, As ſoon as 
it is capable of diſcerning the Difference of 
Things, - he ſhould not fail to repreſent Virtue 
in its moſt amiable Colours, with its preſent 
Bleſſings, and future Rewards, while he paints 


* See Solomon's Advice in Proverbs, Chap. xxii. 6. 
C out 
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out Vice in its full Deformity, its Miſeries i in 


this World, and Puniſhment in the next. And ; 
this muſt bo done not only by Words, but Ex- 
ample, without which the former will avail 


nothing: And a great deal of Care ſhould be 
taken that they are not educated, in a Manner 


too high for future Life, and the Station in 


which Providence may pothbly place them. 


If they are poſſeſs'd of moderate Fortunes, 
be ſure to acquaint them that they are born for 
Society; their Riches are Bleſſings lent to them 
by the great Father of the Univerſe, who will 
one Day require an Account of the Improvement 
they have made of them. Teach them more no- 
ble Purſuits, higher and more exalted Views, than 
diſguiſing themſelves at a Maſquerade, or con- 
ſuming their Wealth at a Gaming- Table; than 
confining their Government to Foxes and 


Haunds, when their unruly Paſſions require 


Subjection. Acquaint them, that to act ac- 
cording to the Dictates of Reaſon, and the 


Dignity of their immortal Natures, is the only 


Way to gain the Favour and Eſteem of good 
Men in this World, and the Approbation 
of the Beſt of Beings in the future State of 


Exiſtence. 


Warn them a eint the Rocks of Tofulelit 
and 


TH). 
and Scepticifn, on which there is too much 
Reaſon to fear Thouſands have been daſh'd to 


Pieces. Direct them to the moſt ſtrict Exa- 
mination of the ſacred Oracles; lay before them 
the Evidences of Chriſtianity, the Accompliſh- 


ment of its Propheſies in the Coming of the M 

fab, the Miracles he wrought, and the Marks he 
gave of his Divine Authority; the Prediction of his 
oven Death and Reſurrection, his Triumph over 
the Tomb, and his Aſcenſion into Glory; the Effu- 
ſion of his Spirit on the Day of Pentecoſt, the 
Power confer'd on his Apoſtles, and his fore- 
telling the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, &c. Proofs 
of this Nature will convince any unbias'd and 
rational Mind. The ſtrongeſt Objections 
againſt the Bible may be eaſily ſolv'd; the long 
Diſtance of Time ſince the Books were wrote, 
will reconcile ſome Chronological Matters of 
Diſpute ; its ſeeming Contradictions will vaniſh 
away, if they ate compar'd with other Places 


in Connection. In ſhort, the Majeſty of its 


Style, the ſacred Eloquence its Pages abound 
with, and its Tendency to inſpire us with the 
nobleſt Sentiments of genuine Virtue and unſuper- 


Ritious Devotion, are plain and obvious Marks 


of the Stamp of Heaven; a Revelation highly 
worthy of the great God to give, and the Recep- 
tion of all his intelligent Creatures. 5 
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Directions of this Kind,  eyery Perſon who is a 
Chriſtian Parent, ought to inſtruct his Children. 
But theſe Rules of plain Honeſty, Virtue and 
Goodneſs, appear too unfafhionable in the Eyes of 
this polite Age, in which Prize-F ighting, Cock. 
Matches, and other Things equally. ridiculous 
(call'd by the Name. of publick Diver/ions) are 
eſteem' d the moſt noble Purſuits. And their 
Defires after Happineſs aſpire no higher than the 
low vulgar Enjoyments of Senſe, and their No- 
tions of Pleaſure extend only to viſible Objects. 
Incapable through their dull Opticks to ſee be- 
yond the contracted. Boundaries of the preſent 
Scene, they. place their Felicity in n Shaw 
and graſp at t forcing Phantoms. 


To 1 at a Ball, or be notic 's at a Play, 
elates their vain Minds to a very high Degree; 
and to dreſs. gay at an Aſembly, or be dexte- 
rous at a Pack of Cards, are the Characteriſtics 
of a well bred Gentleman. It muſt be granted 
there is a proper Medium, * which ought care- 
fully to be obſervd: But when Amuſements 
(as the World call them) tend to corrupt the 
Ideas of moral and ſocial Virtue, they become 
criminal who indulge themſelves. There are 


Recreations enough which are innocent in their 


Et modus in rebus fant certi denique fines —— Hor. 


(a) 
own Natures, and which if usd with Modera- 
tion, may help to chear the animal Spirits, and 


diſpel that Gloom and Heavineſs which the 
Mind of Man is frequently oppreſs'd with. 


But the riſing Generation ſeems to be train d up 


only for Diverſion and Gallantry, and educated in 


the Principles of Debauchery and Lewdneſs. 
Nuo ſooner are they Maſters of their own 
Fortunes, but they give the World an early 
Specimen of what they may juſtly expect from 
them in future Life, by ſpending their Money 
in Whoring, Drinking and Gaming, and all 
other bad and vicious Courſes, which Cuſtom 
has authoris'd with the Popular. Where theſe 
Things generally end, it is no hard Matter to 
determine; when by their Profuſeneſs and Ex- 

travagancy they have waſted their Subſtance, 
and then turn Robbers ; or elſe by their irregular 
Manner of Living, bring upon themſelves the 
ſharpeſt Diſorders and Pains. In ſhort, nothing 
has a greater Tendency to-' haften on Deſtruc- 
tion, than the falſe Notions we imbide in 
Education, and Parents ſhould be very careful, 
that the Ruin of their Children may never be 
juſtly charg'd upon their Po es or E. 


Example. 


But further: Should it be objected to > wo ; 


has W been advanc'd; that thoſe who have 
' | had 
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(22) 


had the beſt of Educations, have aborratcd from 


the Paths of Virtue; this, as a late Author * ex. 
Preſſes it, can prove no more, than that Vice by 
der Temptations and Allurements may ſometimes 
get the Aſcendancy over the Rational Powers 
of the Mind; but it is no Argument, why a 
proper Education ſhould be neglected, becauſe 
it is poſſible it may be miſimprov'd. Mr. 
Maclaine himſelf confeſs d, a Taſte for Gaiety 
and Pleaſure was the Foundation of his Ruin, 
which naturally leads us to obſerve PE] that 


E l/e Mu of true Greatuſs, are the chief 


Cauſes of the Degeneracy of the preſent Times, 


When Men content and pleaſe themſelves with 
Dogs and Monkeys, inſtead of ſeeking after 
the more noble and laſting Delights the ratio- 


nal Mind is capable of enjoying, no Wonder 


that Shadows are purſued, and Trifles give Sa- 
tisfaction. What Honour to govern a Fox, 


or command a Pack? Baſe Men may ride in 


Chariots, and honeſt ones walk 'on Foot : 
Flattery may be dreſs'd in Embroidery, and 


Sincerity go thread-bare ; for all is not Gold 


that glitters. The Villain may diſguiſe him- 


ſelf under the Garb of a Friend, and the 
* __ himſelf 1 in a Saint's Covering; 


* Dr. Allen 8 Account of Macioines 


but 


(23) 
but theſs Things prove, that all Appearances 
may not be real, and Ignorance of the Craft 
and Subtilty of deſigning Men, is often at- 
tended with the moſt fatal Conſequences, . 


Would Perſons but ſeriouſly reflect on theſe 
Things, they wou'd never ſquander away their 
Time in hazardous Attempts, and uncertain 
Purſuits ; which for the moſt park: terminate in 
Difappointment and Confuſion, How muſt 
their Minds be ſtruck with a Senſe of their 
Folly, if they have any Reaſon left, when they 
ſee their Caſtles were built in the Air; and 
their imaginary Grandeur fled away. Deſtitute 
of that Serenity and Compoſure which the 
honeſt and induſtrious Man is poſſeſſed of, a 
dreary Gloom will invade their Minds, and the 
little rational World be all in Confuſion. Every 
Region of the Soul will feel the Commotion, 
and all its Apartments be affected with this 
Shock. Misfortunes to him who aſſur'd him- 
ſelf of Happineſs, will be doubly poignant, and 
Poverty a dreadful Station to the Perſon who 
buoy'd himſelf up with the Hopes of Great- 
neſs: While Exigence on the one hand, and 
Madneſs 'on the other, may hurry him on to 
unſeen and latent Deſtruction, If he meets 
with Succeſs, he grows deſperate and bold, till 
he em himſelf down the Precipice he de- 

fign'd 
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(24) 
ſign'd to avoid; but if he is preſently detected, 
his Projects inſtantaneouſly expire, and Death 


or Exile n his Days. 


But Rather it may be obſerv'd : That Pre- 
ſumption and falſe Hope naturally tend to make 
Perſons diſregard all ſacred and Human Laws, 
The Diſbelief of a futute State of Retribution, 
has prov'd the Ruin of Numbers; who, willing 
to perſuade themſelves there is no God, drive 
on in a full Career, and by a groundleſs Hope 
imagine all is ſafe if they eſcape the Hands of 


11 8 
To what has PIE been faid it may be 


added; that the bad Conduct of thoſe who ſhould 


be Examples of Virtue and Piety to Mankind, is a 
great Encouragement to the Sons of Vice. If 
Wickedneſs can find its Patrons at C—t, no 
Wonder if it meets with Reception from a lower 
Claſs. If the Legiſlators neglect to keep the Laws 
themſelves, how can they expect to ſee them 
obey' d by others? If thoſe who are bound 
to execute Juſtice, are remiſs in their Duty, 
no Wonder that others contemn and deſpiſe 


them. Perſons: who are plac'd in the more 


eminent Ranks of Life, are generally look*d 
upon as Patterns to imitate; but if the Origi- 
p99 nal 


0 0 


mb fs:deforntd; 'the Copy doubtleſs will be 
foul alſo. | 1 


For this very Reaſon, thoſe who belong to 
the ſacred Function ſhould be particularly 


careful, how they behave themſelves in the 


Sight of the World; that by their prudent 
and circumſpe& Deportment they may pals 


uncenſur'd, and give no juſt Occafion for 
Reproach. Infidels will improve every Slip, 


and the zl. natur d Part of Mankind aggravate 
the leaſt Failing; while the Vulgar will eſteem 
every Thing innocent in Perſons of fo venera- 


ble and worthy a Character. And it muſt be 


 acknowledg'd as a very melancholy Cireum- 
ſtance , when Religion appears only in the 
Pulpit. How far hes is the Caſe, it is not 
my Buſineſs to determine; but if in any To- 
ſtance it 1s true, it 18 much to be de N d. 


There are many ent Things. which 1 


might mention, that tend to ſupport the I- 


tereſts of Impicty; but from theſe Hints I would | 
humbly hope, that All thoſe who are intruſted 


with Power, will exert themſelves on the 
Occaſion, that Vids may feel not one the 


Shaking, but, if poſſible, the | Downfal of her 


Empire. For this Purpoſe, let every Man in 
* Station in which Providence has plac'd 
| D - | him, 


y (26) 
him, contribute his beſt Endeavours, and ear- 
neſtly implore the Aſſiſtance and Bleſſing of 
the Almighty to crown their Labours, that the 
golden Age of Virtue may again revive, and 
'F Religion, pure, rational, and uncorrupted, flou- 
4 riſh in Great Britain. 


— IE 
os og. 


+ I ſhall now, according as I at firſt propos'd, 
conclude this Addreſs with ſome particular. and 
friendly Advice to the Youth of this Nation; 
in the Management of which, I ſhall endea- 
your briefly to illuſtrate the great Advantages of 
a virtuous Courſe. - 


2 
— — 


2 . Sb 3 


The Queſtion may juſtly be aſk'd, what is 
Life without Peace of Mind? What Pleaſure 
can the gayeſt Scenes afford to the reſtleſs un- 
eaſy Soul? The Twinges of a guilty Conſcience 
will embitter every Cup we drink, and poiſon 
our higheſt Joys. Self conſcious of our Crimes 
Remorſe will ſharply ſting us, and one conti- 
nual Gloom reſide in our Breaſts. Fear will 
perpetually moleſt and diſturb us, and Terror 
and Diſtreſs be our conſtant Companions. The 
vicious Man who makes Inroads upon the pub- 
lic Stock, is, when free fr-m Intoxication, con- 
tinually afraid ot falling into the Hands of Fuſ- 
tice, This was the Caſe of Mr. Maclaine, 


Who was always {kulking from one Place to 
another, 
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another, without finding that quiet Situation of 
Mind he ſo earneſtly ſought after. When Ne- 
ceſſity call'd upon him to return to his formet 
Method for Supply, Conſcience ſpread a Tre- 
mor thro” all his Limbs, and the Bluſh of Guilt ' 


. redden'd on his Countenance, his Courage fail'd 
him, and his Dread ſtruck him almoſt exani- 


mate. This verifies that judicious Remark, 1 


Man may change his Climate but not his Mind *. 
Guilt will purſue him through every Region, 
and attend him in every Soil: He may fly his 
Country, but he cannot calm the Tempeſt of 
his Mind, Terrors will hover over his Head, 
and Fears ſurround him in all Directions: 
Deaths every Moment will diſturb his Brain, 


and ten thouſand Horrors appear in Viſion. 


Theſe gloomy Scenes will continually preſent | 


themſelves to the unhappy Wretch, and like 
boiſterous Winds blow up freſh Storms in his 
Mind; while the Yirtuous Man will enjoy the 


utmoſt Serenity, and like a Ship riding on the 
| ſmooth Ocean, wafted by the Gales of Innocence 


and Sincerity, triumphantly reach the Harbour 


it is bound for: On the other hand, the ſelf- 
convicted Criminal, like a Veſſel drove by the 


Fury of the warring Elements, daſhes on 2 tho 
Rocks of inevitable Deſtruction. 


* Fit mutatio Lach non Animi, Ap: C. 
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Theſe Conſiderations abundantly give the 


Preference to a ſober and virtuous Life, 
|: which, the Mind unruffled by the jarring Diſ- 


cords of a guilty Conſcience, paſſes over the 
Stage of Being here in Tranquility and Peace, 


But further, a pious Courſe of Life will 
prevent all that Shame, Infamy and Diſgrace, 
which befal the Offender in this World. It is 

a ſacred Remark, the Wages of Sin is Death. 
This is the Fortune of the Sons of Vice, this 
the Reward of the Diſobedient. And tho' 
Death be the univerſal Lot of Mankind when 


: Nature is worn out by Diſorder and Sickneſs, . 

0 yet the Tyrant treats theſe unhappy Miſereants 

ie upon quite different Terms, and turns them 

| off the Scene in Ignominy and Scandal. 

5 As Spectacles of Infamy, they are expos' d to 

h the Eyes of every Spectator, and-ſuſpended be- 

8 tween Heaven and Earth, as undeſerving the 
| Regard of either; and before they have ſpent 


the Strength and Vigour of their Days, they 
are hurried into that awful World from whence 
there is no Return. 
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On the contrary, the good Man quietly re- 
| ſigns his Spirit into the Hands of his Almighty 
Father, and the dark, frowning, Clouds which 
ſurround 
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(29) . . 
ſurtound the vicious Mind, ſtrike no Terrors to 
his Soul, whoſe Life has been one continued 


Scene of Virtue: and Goodneſs: Fearleſs and 


intrepid he: ſhoots: the Gulf, and ſwiftly reaches 
the Empyrenn Shores: Undaunted he faces the 
King of Terrors, and bids Defiance to hisſharp= 
eſt Arrow: And while the Body of the Con- 
vict cracks the Strings of Life with its own 
Weight, the Bands of Nature gently burſt 
aſunder, and the good Man obtains an eaſy 
N anf into mn World: of e 


oor thefs Hints let -the Britiſh Youth 
learn to walk in the Paths of Virtue, that their 
Lives may be ſpent in the Service of Heaven, 
and for the Good of Society; and when the 
_ Meſſenger of Death arrives, may they receive 
the Summons with a ſerene, and compoſed 


Temper. of Soul, unterrify'd may they paſs 


through the gloomy Vale of Mortality, and'be 
advanc'd to all the Honours of the Sons of Gem 


F by aun means ood bad Cdinpany; no# 
maintain a Correſpondence with the Children 
of Darkneſs: According to the Station you are 
plac'd in direct your Conduct: If you are bleſs'd 
with Privileges. above the common Rank, make 
a wiſe Uſe of them, and improve every Oppor- 
tunity to acquaint yourſelves with the Almigh- 
| ty: 
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ty: Study Grft-to ſceure an Intereſt in the Fa- 
vour of Him whoſe Regard is cven better than 


Life itſelf: Aſpire to the more noble Enjoy- | 
ments of the upper World, and learn to deipiſe 
every temporal Scene of Grandeur, when plac'd 


in Competition with a Crown of Glory: Make 


your Peace with God through a Redeemer, 
and always act as under the immediate Inſpec- 


tion of him who ſees all Things. 


| T0 nie 17 you are thus happily per- 


ſuaded to make the wiſeſt Choice, and obey 
te Dictates of true Wiſdom; whatever your 
Situation in this World may be, you will find 
that Peace of Soul, without which the gaudy 


Pomp of Time is-of no Value; and for which 
the wicked Man would readily part with his all, 
Infamy ſhall not follow you to the Grave, nor 


 Diſgrace ſurvive your Funeral; and while your 

Bodies fleep in the dreary Chambers of 
Death, your Souls unfetter'd by the Bonds of 
Clay, ſhall live and breath in the Air of their 
native Skies, and be inexpreſſibly Wr in the. 
Morld of O's TT.” 5 25 


